
   

   

Lying far from the galactic plane (which contains so much obscuring
matter) Cetus, representing the gates of the underworld, is home to
many observable galaxies. 

M77 is a 9th Magnitude spiral
galaxy, one of the first recognized
spiral galaxies, and the closest and
brightest of Seyfert galaxies (their
central regions having rather bright
nuclei whose light output varies over
time and atypical spectra with
unusual emission lines).

NGC 936 a faint galaxy best viewed
with averted vision.

NGC 246 a large and reasonably
bright planetary nebula (the last
breath of a dying star) with an
irregular "surface texture".

While technically in the constellation
Sculptor, NGC 253, the Sculptor
Galaxy, is a remarkable spiral
galaxy with an unusually high rate of
star formation. It's the brightest
member of the Sculptor group, a
group of galaxies centered around
the south galactic pole. A small
telescope reveals a long bright haze
intermingled with brighter regions
and dark lanes. Due to its high
surface brightness it takes
magnification quite well. 
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