
   

Cassiopeia is one of the easiest
constellations to spot during the
autumn and winter months; its big
"W" shape rotates overhead each
night. Apart from being a generally
pretty area to scan in binoculars,
there are some terrific sights to pick
out.

9,000 light years away sits NGC 457,
a 6th-mag open cluster known as the
Owl Cluster. NGC 559 a 9.5-mag
open cluster is about 2.5° from NGC
663 a 7th-mag open cluster seen in
binoculars.

Cassiopeia is also the area of sky
where Tycho's Supernova of 1572
appeared slightly to the west of
Kappa Cassiopeiae, changing the
appearance of the sky for six months
and cementing Copernicus' 1543
rebuttal of Ptolemaic theory; in that
year Copernicus died and his great
work De revolutionibus orbium
coelestium was published,
overturning the established doctrine
that the Earth was at the center of
the universe. Unfortunately, nothing
is visible to amateur astronomers but
the site is of obvious historic
interest.
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